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The good life: design with a sip of glamour R0 DO
Expo preview: sustainability and design combine
Elegance and style by LW in Emirates Hills

Office designs for contemporary work habits 62911001741137
Fresh: Bruno Guelaff’s original take on the hair salon
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- Sense of
- accomplishment

Celebrating LW’s 20th year of delivering functional and eclectic
spatial solutions, this residential property in Jumeirah is a fitting

example of the firm’s design excellence.

TEXT: PENNY McCORMICK
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simple timber-clad gate within a portico

signals the entrance to this elegant

residence in Jumeirah, Dubai, which from

the street is understated and discreet.

The perimeter fence is designed to
integrate with the overall architectural composition: the
slots in the fencing are reflected in the elegant lines of the
architecture, punctuated with slot windows through which
dappled light penetrates.

Already, it's clear that the elements play an integral role
in the design process. This is in keeping with the clients’
brief for a secluded, tranquil villa, and this has been
achieved through a combination of architectural details,
central to which is an entrance hall overlooking a private
courtyard.

This courtyard is the key architectural organisational
element, providing visual relief and spatial hierarchy. An
ornamental tree provides shade while a water feature’s
trickling sound permeates the space. The courtyard also
serves as a break-out area from the formal dining room
and other areas, with the dramatic floor and tiling adding
a further ornamental element.

On the ground floor, the U-shaped plan provides
separation of the guest wing and the home office from the
family wing. The airy double-height entrance hall features
a suspended timber-clad staircase with glass balustrades
leading to the four bedrooms, including the master
bedroom and the family area upstairs.

Thesense of spaceis uppermost - the villacovers 2400
square metres and is divided into three levels, with access
to the outside a priority. The contemporary lounge area
connects with the garden seamlessly through sliding glass
walls and is paved with large porcelain tiles, both internally
and externally,to emphasise the subtle transition of space.
Natural light floods the living areas, which are also shaded
from the sun - creating perfect conditions for showcasing
the family’s impressive art collection.

A small family pool is easily accessed from the main
house, where an external dining area provides a transition
between this area and the garden.

T Anornamental tree
provides shade while a water
feature’s trickling sound
permeates the space.

- Natural light floods the
living areas, which are also
shaded from the sun

N The courtyard serves as
abreak-out area from the
formal dining room and
other areas
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T The courtyard provides
unification of the family’s
bedrooms - the parental
master bedroom is adjacent
to the young children’s rooms

< The contemporary lounge
area connects with the
garden seamlessly through
sliding glass walls

Colin Doyle, Founding Partner, LW Design
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On the upper levels, the courtyard provides unification of the
family’s bedrooms - the parental master bedroom is adjacent
to the young children’s rooms. The clean lines of the upper
architectural volumes float over the glazed living areas, while
windows are screened with moveable panels that provide privacy
and protection from sunlight.

There is also a semi-enclosed roof terrace which is used for
entertaining family and friends. In keeping with the overall design
of the villa, timber bifold screen doors are used - these are seenin
the dining area, too.

Fulfilling the brief for a calm, self-contained family home, the
design bears the hallmarks of LW Design’s aesthetic. It's a nod to
the firm’s Scandinavian roots (and founders Lars Waldenstrom,
Morten Hansen and Jesper Godsk), as well as the high quality
and individuality synonymous with the firm’'s evolution. From
a small start-up struggling to get by, LW Design has grown to an
international operation with 100 employees and offices in Hong
Kong and Sao Paola and is expanding into Europe, with an office
opening in Denmark in February 2020.

LW Design has been responsible for more than 80 hotel
projects and 300 restaurants worldwide, including work with
prestigious brands such as Edition Hotels, Four Seasons, Raffles,
Park Hyatt and Waldorf Astoria - to name a few. Central to the
company’s architectural DNA is a strong interest in contemporary
design with a layering of ideas - openings, proportions and light
are of paramount importance. Says Godsk, “We strive to create
buildings and spaces where those experiencing the completed
product thrive being there. Essentially, we all want to be in a place
that makes us happy, whether we are admiring the extraordinary
exterior or simply indulging in a delicious meal at a beautiful
restaurant with friends. Ultimately, being entrusted by operators
and clients that we have developed incredible relationships with
over the years has allowed us to achieve exactly that.” For the
family living in this enviable villa, happiness is guaranteed. 83

T The airy double-height
entrance hall features a
suspended timber-clad
staircase with glass
balustrades

= The courtyard is the key
architectural organizational
element providing visual
relief and spatial hierarchy
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“We strive to create
buildings and

spaces where those
experiencing the

completed product
thrive being there.”

JESPER GODSK

A simple timber-clad
gate within a portico
= signals the entrance to
. this elegant residence in
~ Jumeirah, Dubai
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